WHY WE DO

WHAT WE DO

Group discussion guide

Every church has practices and convictions that shape who they are. In this series we'll
explore some of the places where sincere Christians disagree, why The Lakes Church has
landed where it has, and how we can hold strong convictions with genuine humility.
Whether you've been here for years or you're still figuring us out, you'll discover the
biblical convictions and values behind why we do what we do.

27 September: Why we don’t have to agree on everything

1. What’s something Christians disagree about that you’ve sometimes wondered,
How can they possibly believe that?

2. Look up some of the Bible passages used on Sunday. What stands out to you
about the way Paul wants Christians to handle disagreement?

3.  When we talk about essentials and non-essentials, how do we work out how
important a particular belief or disagreement really is? You can see our church’s
core beliefs here: www.thelakes.church/essentials

4. Have you ever changed your mind about something you once believed strongly?
What helped you change, and what did that teach you about holding convictions
with humility?

5. Think about someone you disagree with at the moment. What would it look like to
choose the relationship over winning the argument?

4 October: Why women lead here

1. What experiences, churches or people have shaped the way you think about
women leading, teaching or preaching in church?

2. Look up some of the Bible passages used on Sunday. What do you notice about
the ways God calls, gifts and uses women and men?

3. Some passages, sound much more restrictive. What helps us interpret a difficult
passage in the context of the rest of the Bible?

4. The message wasn't only about women. If spiritual gifts are given for the good of
the church, what gifts or abilities do you think God has given you?

5.  Who is someone whose gifts you could recognise or encourage? What could you
do to help make room for them to use those gifts?


http://www.thelakes.church/essentials

11 October: Dan Dubbeld
What was the main thing you heard or took away from Sunday’s message?

2. Look up some of the Bible passages used on Sunday. What stands out to you, and
what questions does it raise?

3.  What do you think this passage would have meant to the people who first heard it?
Where does this connect with your life or something you're dealing with right now?
5.  What is one thing you could do differently this week because of this conversation?

18 October: Why we expect God to still speak and work today
1. What has your own experience been of God speaking, guiding, healing or working
in ways you couldn't simply explain?
2. Look up some of the Bible passages used on Sunday. What do they show us
about the Holy Spirit and the way God works through ordinary Christians?

3. Why do you think we need both expectancy and discernment? What can go wrong
if we have one without the other?

4. How can we tell the difference between something God may be saying and our
own thoughts, emotions or desires?

5. Where in your life could you become more open to God speaking or working this
week? How could you respond without trying to manufacture something?

25 October: Why we teach generosity instead of tithing

1.  When you hear Christians talk about giving money, what reactions or experiences
do you bring into the conversation?

2. Look up some of the passages used on Sunday. What do they tell us about the
difference between simply giving a percentage and living generously?

3.  Why do you think the New Testament puts so much emphasis on the heart and
motivation behind our giving?

4. Generosity is bigger than money. Where is generosity easy for you, and where do
you tend to hold on tightly?

5. What could joyful or sacrificial generosity actually look like for you?

1 November: Why everyone is welcome to have communion
1.  What has communion meant to you at different stages of your life or faith?

2. Look up some of the passages used on Sunday. What do they tell us about what
communion means and what Jesus wants us to remember?

3.  Why do you think different churches have reached different conclusions about who
should be invited to communion?

4. What does an open communion table communicate about grace, belonging and
what Jesus has done for us?

5. Next time you receive communion, what could you intentionally remember, thank
Jesus for, or respond to differently?



