Personal Workbook + Group Discussion Guide

Jesus talked a lot about money, not because he needed it, but because he knew our
hearts are often tied to it. In this series we'll discover what it means to faithfully manage
everything God has entrusted to us, find freedom from the pressure of always needing

more, and learn the joy of living with open hands. We'll explore practical, Biblical wisdom
for money, generosity and everyday stewardship. When Jesus is magnified in our eyes,
possessions become minimised in our hands.

You can use this as a personal workbook by reading the passages, thinking about the
questions and doing the activity each week.

You can use this as a group discussion guide by reading the passages, discussion the
questions and praying together with your small group each week.

A pastoral note: wise stewardship and open-handed generosity belong together. If money
is tight for you at the moment, generosity may include time, practical help, hospitality and
encouragement. Don't ignore essential bills or necessary care. If financial pressure feels
overwhelming, ask one of our team for support.



Week 1: It all belongs to Jesus

Stewardship begins by recognising that Jesus is Lord over everything. We don't own our
lives or our possessions. We are faithful managers of what he has entrusted to us.
Everything changes when we stop asking, What's mine? and start asking, What has Jesus
entrusted to me? From our money and possessions to our time, gifts and opportunities,
every part of life belongs to him. Stewardship isn't about giving God a percentage. It's
about living under the lordship of Jesus.

Key passages: Colossians 1:15-20, Psalm 24:1, Matthew 25:14-30

Discussion Questions

1. What stood out to you most from this week's message, and why?

2. Psalm 24:1 says, The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it. How is that different from
the way our culture usually thinks about money, possessions and success?

3. In what areas of life do you find it easiest to recognise Jesus' lordship? Where is it
hardest?

4. Jesus' parable of the talents shows that God entrusts us with more than money. What
are some of the resources, gifts, opportunities or relationships he has entrusted to
you?

5. What is one practical step you can take this week to move from asking “What's
mine?” to asking “What has Jesus entrusted to me?”

Prayer Focus: Thank Jesus for everything he has entrusted to us and ask for hearts that

gladly recognise his lordship over every area of life.

This week’s activity: My stewardship inventory
Write names and examples, not just broad categories. You don’t need to fill every space.

Area What Jesus has entrusted to me?

Money & possessions

Income, savings, home, vehicle,
tools, things you can share

Time & attention

Your week, availability, capacity
to be present



Relationships

Family, friends, colleagues,
people you care for

Abilities & experience

Skills, education, work, life
lessons

Opportunities & influence

Roles, networks, access, places
you can serve

Body & health

Energy, limits, capacity, habits,
care of your whole self

Spiritual gifts
Ways the Spirit equips you to
serve and build others up

The gospel
The good news you have

received, your story, hope you
can share

Look back over your inventory...
1. What surprised you or stirred gratitude?

2. Where are you currently stewarding God's gifts well?

3. Where might Jesus be asking for greater faithfulness?




Week 2: Trusting Jesus with tomorrow

Jesus invites us to replace anxiety and accumulation with trust and wise stewardship.
Money often promises security, but it rarely delivers peace. Jesus calls us to seek his
kingdom first, live wisely, and trust our heavenly Father with tomorrow. This week we'll
discover practical Biblical wisdom for managing money without being mastered by it.
Matthew 6:19-34, 1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19, Proverbs 21:5.

Key passages: Matthew 6:19-34, 1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19, Proverbs 21:5

Discussion Questions

1. What challenged or encouraged you most from this week's message?

2. Jesus contrasts storing up treasures on earth with seeking first God's kingdom. Why
do you think worry and the pursuit of wealth are so closely connected?

3. Read Proverbs 21:5. How do wise planning and trusting God work together? How can
we avoid confusing planning with control?

4. Paul encourages believers to be content, generous and hopeful in God rather than
wealth (1 Timothy 6). What does contentment look like in today's world?

5. What is one worry about your future that you need to intentionally place into Jesus'
hands this week? What practical action could accompany that trust?

Prayer Focus: Pray for freedom from anxiety, wisdom in managing finances, and deeper
confidence that our heavenly Father knows and provides what we need.

This week’s activity: Create a simple budget, if you don't already have one
Use weekly, fortnightly or monthly figures. Keep the same period throughout. For a full,
free budgeting tool, visit https://moneysmart.gov.au/budgeting/budget-planner

1. Money in
Pay / wages

Government support
Pension / investments

Other income
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Total money coming in: $



https://moneysmart.gov.au/budgeting/budget-planner

2. Essential commitments

ltem Amount Frequency / notes

Rent / mortgage

Utilities

Food & household

Transport

Health & insurance

Debt repayments
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Education / children

Total essential commitments: $

3. Other spending and priorities

ltem Frequency / notes

Giving & generosity

Savings / emergency fund

Clothing / personal

Entertainment / subscriptions

Holidays / gifts
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Other

Total other spending: $

Total money out: $

Money left after expenses: ~ $

1. What do these figures help you see clearly?

2. What causes anxiety, and what would it look like to entrust that concern to Jesus?



Week 3: Living open-handed

The generosity of Jesus creates generous people. Generosity isn't something Christians
do to earn God's favour. It's our response to the incredible generosity we've already
received in Christ. As we look at the grace of Jesus, we'll discover the freedom and joy of
living open-handed toward God, his church and the people around us.

Key passages: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15, 2 Corinthians 9:6-15, Acts 20:35

Discussion Questions

1. What encouraged or stretched you most from this week's message?

2. According to these passages, what motivates Christian generosity? How is it different
from giving out of guilt or obligation?

3. The Macedonian churches were generous despite their circumstances. What does
their example teach us about generosity and faith?

4. Where have you experienced the joy Jesus spoke about when he said, It is more
blessed to give than to receive?

5. What is one practical way you can live more open-handedly this week with your time,
money, possessions or gifts?

Prayer Focus: Ask God to fill your group with gratitude for his grace and to shape each
person into someone who reflects the generosity of Jesus.

This week’s activity: Make room for generosity

Consider how you can be generous in three ways:

1. Planned - regular giving, decided in advance, especially to your church.

2. Purposeful - People, ministries, causes or needs God has put on your heart.

3. Spontaneous - money deliberately available for an unexpected opportunity to bless.

Planned - my church $
Planned - other
Purposeful need / cause

Purposeful need / cause
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Spontaneous generosity

My intended generosity total: $ per



Compare your intended generosity with your Week 2 budget. Instead of asking, 'What is
left over?’, ask, 'What can change so generosity has a genuine place in the way | live?'

Spend less on

Pause or cancel

Use what | already have

Earn or release additional funds

$
$
Simplify $
$
$

Money these changes could make available: $ per

1. What feels joyful and life-giving about this plan?

2. What fear, resistance or practical concern do you need to bring honestly to Jesus?

3. Who could help you follow through with wisdom and freedom?

When you are ready to give (or adjust your giving) to our church you can find out
how to do that on our website using the QR code or this link:
www.thelakes.church/give



http://www.thelakes.church/give

Week 4: Well done

One day we'll give an account for how we used everything Jesus entrusted to us. The
goal isn't success or wealth - it's faithfulness. Life is about far more than accumulating
possessions. One day we'll stand before Jesus, and the question won't be how much we
owned, but how faithfully we lived. This final message lifts our eyes from temporary
wealth to eternal reward, inviting us to invest our lives in what truly lasts.

Key passages: Matthew 25:14-30, Matthew 6:19-21, 1 Corinthians 3:10-15

Discussion Questions

1.

Looking back over the series, what has God been teaching you about stewardship and
following Jesus?

Jesus teaches that one day we will give an account for our lives. How should that truth
shape our everyday decisions without leading to fear or legalism?

What do you think it means to store up treasures in heaven? What kinds of
investments have eternal value?

The servant commended by Jesus was faithful with what had been entrusted to him.
How would you define faithfulness in this season of your life?

Imagine standing before Jesus one day and hearing the words, “Well done, good and
faithful servant.” What is one change you sense God inviting you to make now so that
your life reflects what matters most?

Prayer Focus: Pray for enduring faithfulness, eternal perspective, and courage to invest
our lives in the things that matter most to the kingdom of God.

This week’s activity: My next faithful step

The goal of our lives is faithfulness to Jesus. We aren’t chasing success, wealth or
comparison. Look back over what you have written, then sit quietly before Jesus. Ask the
Holy Spirit to help you respond with trust and courage.

1. What has Jesus entrusted to me?
Look back at your Week 1 inventory. What now feels especially important?

2. What step of faith is he asking me to take?
This may involve money, time, possessions, a gift, a habit, a relationship, serving or
leadership.



3. What would it look like to hear, 'Well done, good and faithful servant'?
Describe the kind of person you sense Jesus is forming you to become, and what
faithfulness looks like in this season.

4. My next faithful step
Make it specific enough to begin. You might include a person, date or first action.
My next faithful step is:

| will begin by:

Who should | share this with to help me follow through on it?

| will share this with by

A closing prayer: Jesus, receive my life again. Give me grace to be faithful with what you
have placed in my hands, generous because you have been generous to me, and ready to
invest in what lasts.



